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to try, to prove, to test, and, most exactly perhaps, to discrimi-
nate.

The "criticism of beauties" rather than the "criticism of
defects" is not an invention of the romantic school j it was
clearly set forth by Alexander Pope fully two hundred years
agoj earlier still, Boileau, who was certainly not remiss in
pointing out blemishes, could also be most generous in his
praises. Let us not, however, condemn fault-finding # priori;
it has its place in life, if we want the "faults" to be guarded
against or eliminated. The detection of "faults" is the business
of the inspector, the assayer, the judge. The observer who
closes his eyes to defects is as unjudicial as the one who is will-
fully blind to beauties. If we pick up an object that glitters, the
"appreciative" critic, the one who takes pride in being "posi-
tive, not negative," will exclaim at once, with generous enthu-
siasm: "What beautiful shining gold!" The born and trained
pessimist will retort without a second thought: "Tinsel, and
worthless j everything that glitters is tinsel j there is no gold in
the world anyway: gold is a romantic illusion." The scientist
will say: "It may be gold5 we hope it is gold5 let us find out."

Aye, but the inspector has standard specifications to go by,
the assayer has reliable physical and chemical tests, the judge
has a code and a vast accumulation of jurisprudence. A funda-
mental objection, to criticism is that it passes judgment when
there is no established, no accepted code of laws. Criticism
would be legitimate if we had a dogmatic conception of what
literature should be. But we perfectly understand the attitude
of the writer who rejects the authority of a critic, because that
authority is exercised in the name of a rule which the author
does not recognize as valid. "You want me to be 'classical,'
when my intention is to be 'romantic'$ or you insist that I
should be 'proletarian,5 when my desire is to be 'aristocratic.'"
As Cabell put it in his scathing Special Delivery: For Rhada-
manthtts. Smiling: "You were passing judgment where your
jurisdiction happened not to hold, somewhat as if the National